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(37 CUUt. § 1.8(a)) 

1 hereby certify that this correspondence is, on the date shown below, 
being: 

( ) deposited wilh the United States Postal Service with sufTivient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed lo 
Commissioner lor Patents. Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 
(X) irtuiMiiitied by facsimile to the Commissioner forPptcnts ut (57 1 ) 
273-8300. 



Date 



STATUS INQUIRY 

Commissioner tor Patents 

P.O. 13ox 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Please advise, in writing, as to the current status of the halting of the response period for 
the Office Action mailed October 12, 2007; as agreed to by Examiner Pan in conversations wilh 
the undersigned; the latest conversation being on February 1 , 2008. Applicants have reviewed 
Private Pair and do not find cither a hailing of the response period for this Office Aetion or 
issuance of a new Office Action. Since the statutory deadline for replying to this Office Action is 
fasl approaching. Applicants are sending this status request. 

Please note regarding the agreement that in separate conversations between the 
undersigned and Examiner Pan (and separately witii SPE Chan), an agreement was reached with 
Examiner Pan whereby Examiner Pan agreed to halt the response period for the above-identified 
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Office Action, and agreed to issue a new Office Action. The agreement was entered into after the 
undersigned pointed out defects in several of the claims rejections in the Office Action. 

Applicants respectfully request that the agreed-lo halting of the response period be made 
effective at the Examiner's early convenience, well before the April 12, 2008 statutory reply 
deadline. Please kindly indicate the status below and return it to the Applicants. 



Please kindly indicate below when the agreed-to hailing ol" the response period wilt occur: 
• The response period tor the Office Action mailed October 12, 2007 for Appl. No. 09/997,530 
will be hailed per the agreement, by , 2008. 



Please also kindly indicate below when the agreed-to issuance of a new corrected Office Action 
will occur: 

• l"hc estimated date for issuance of a new corrected Office Action lor Appl. No. 09/997,530 is 
■ , 2008. 



If a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is 
invited to telephone the undersigned at (415) 984-8200. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated 

NTXON PFABODY LLP 
Suite 900 

401 9 th Street, N.W. 
Washington. DC 20004-2128 
Telephone: (41 5) 984-8200 




ifnes W. Drapi 
Registration No. 46,242 
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